
 

 
 

Question and Answers 

Info about bonding strategy & considerations: 
The District retained the services of Strategies 360, a Seattle-based public affairs 
firm.  Strategies 360 specializes in planning K-12 education bond and levy 
campaigns and assists school districts in preparing a strategic focus. Strategies 
360 has a long history of success in Washington State and beyond, helping 
districts provide strategies and communications support for school funding 
measures.  
 

Last bond that failed that included pool:  
March 2000 $5 Million Pool Failed  44.54% 

March 2000 $5 Million PAC Failed  42.8% 

March 2000 $44 Million Bond Passed 60.2% 
 

 
Can the pool be moved elsewhere?  

Donald Eismann Elementary and Tehaleh Heights Elementary are likely  large 
enough sites to accomodate a pool facility. Whether or not the pool could be 
located on the actual site would need to be determined by site feasibility review, 
traffic studies, and parking requirements.  
 
Lakeridge Middle School and Bonney Lake High School have enough excess 
acreage to accomodate a pool. However, both sites are highly problematic and 
would require extensive earthwork and traffic analysis.  

 
When was land purchased for previous new schools: 

With proceeds from a 2007 bond, the District purchased land for future school 
sites. 2007 ($114M 60.66% PASS) 

 
 
 
What’s Plan B if pool is pulled out and fails? 

Ultimately the Board decides the next course of action.  However, the pool could 



 

remain open during the full buildout of the masterplan (assuming the bond 
passes).  
 

Return of water-based curriculum with a new pool?  
This decision would be left up to the Instructional Services Department.  
 

Cost of purchasing now vs. in future calculation 
22-25 acres @ $500,000/acres pad ready = $11,000,000  
Pad ready is graded, utilities stubbed, access road or deceleration lanes on the 
public road have been developed... it's ready to be built.  
 

Is there a parcel in mind for the middle school? 
Yes.  At the time the District acquired the THE site, one was identified across the 
street from THE as a potential site.  
 

Can land & field be pulled out of bond like pool?   
Yes.  

 
Who would be using the new field?  

Sumner-Bonney Lake students, community members and outside users.   
 

Using $200,000,000 for bond package, (including pool, field and land ) calculate 
the bond rate.  
The bond rate using $200 mil would be approximately 45 cents/$1,000 AV in 2020. 
With a $300,000 home, the bond rate would be around $135/year or $11.25/month. 
(The rate calculation is using a very conservative approach. That means the rate could 
be lower.) 
 
Difference between bonds vs. EPO levy:  

In the most general sense:  
● A school district bond is for building (construction of schools) which 

requires 60% simple majority to pass 
● Educational, Programs, and Operation Levy is for learning (day-to-day 

operating expenses of school) which require 50% majority to pass 
 

Any limits on renting public spaces for profit: 
School District’s business is education.  Districts are allowed to rent the facilities 
out when they are unoccupied by students.  
 

Population and growth projections of valley vs. hill: 
Based on the Demographer’s analysis,  both regions’ enrollment growth is in a 



 

similar rate.  
 
Remodel or new – rationale? (See presentation)  
 
Year all SHS facilities built / remodeled: 

● PAC 1981 
a. Pool 1969, Modernized in 1985 
b. Gym 1992 
c. From summary: Many portions of the site are quite old and there have 

been multiple miscellaneous remodels. The band room was originally built 
in 1954 and modernized in 1985. The main center was built in 1958, the 
pool in 1969, the arts and music classrooms in 1981, the special 
education and day care center in 1985, and the gym and Career Technical 
Education center (CTE) in 1992. 

d.

 
 
 
 



 

Gym 
Please reference the slide presentation on 9/19/19 for information about the 
following:  

1. Capacity 
2. Cost  
3. Revenue 
4. What is included in new? In remodel?   
5. Impacts of new vs. remodel on students?  
6. Cost and capacity comparisons of similar facilities at other 4A schools, 

including gym cost comparisons: Some information unavailable at this 
time regarding other 4A schools; however, we are using analogous costs 
for our estimates. 

 
PAC 
Please reference the slide presentation on 9/19/19 for information about the 
following:  

1. Revenue 
2. Remodel 
3. How does capacity of SHS PAC compare to Bonney Lake PAC?  

 
Other PAC related questions:  

1. Impacts of new vs. remodel on students? Same in either case 
2. How scheduled out is the BL PAC? Too new to tell.  
3. How much does PAC serve students vs. community?   Used to be 50/50 

but with the local theater group acquiring their old theater, it is now 
80-90% student use. 

4. Is PAC stage big enough for band?   Yes 
5. What are the cost comparisons of similar facilities at other schools? We 

are using analogous costs for our estimates. 
 

Pool 
Please reference the slide presentation on 9/19/19 for information about the 
following:  

1. What is included in new? 
2. Capacity 
3. Cost 
4. How will O&M be paid for pool? General funds 
5. Cost comparisons of similar facilities at other schools 
6. Revenue feasibility? 

 

 



 

What is the cost of a new gym, a new PAC, a pool and land compared to the 
overall bond amount or a remodeled gym, PAC, Pool and no land?   Here are 
approximate costs:  

Scope Cost 

% of $200 
Million Bond 

Cost Scope Cost 

% of $200 
Million Bond 

Cost  

New 
Pool $33.0M 16.5% 

N/A (pool 
cannot be 

remodeled) -- 0% 

New 
PAC $18.9M 9.5% 

Remodeled 
PAC $9.03M 4.5% 

New 
Gym $18.4M 9% 

Renovated 
Gym $5.25M 2.6% 

Land $11.0M 5.55% N/A -- 0% 

Field $4.0M 2% Field $4.0M 2% 

  
 


